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SECOND EDITION. 


MATERIA MEDICA. 


The Allopathic School of Medicine does 
shot deny the imperfections of its materia 
medica. And we know the fact, that for 
} hundreds of years no real improvement has 
| been made in it; and we can see no way that 
-Y. [9 will lead to an improvement unless it 
) be that marked out by Haller, and practiced 
by Hahnemann. It would seem as ifthe Al- 
lopathic School had giveu up, perhaps in 
despair, any further efforts to perfect this 
branch of medical science; as evidence of 
wo- |) this, a cursery examination of the Medical 
lilu- |) Journals, both of this country and of Eu- 
ilk, — ) rope, will show, that of late very little is said 
&c. PF of drugs. Perhaps the London Lancet speaks 
ne the real opinion of that school on this subject 
when it says “ overgrown works of this kind 
[Materia medica] only tend to elevate into 


a 





obstract the student in his way to the higher 
branches of medical science.” This is a re- 
markable sentiment, and it makes known to 
us what we did not know, that the knowledge 
of drugs in the allopathic school takes an in- 
ferior rank in medical science. We in our 
simplicity had thought and believed that to 
know disease, and to know drugs, are equally 
important, and that the one would be practi- 
cally useless without the other ; and we can- 
not divest ourselves of the conviction that this 
is true, the Lancet to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

A knowledge of the effeets and curative 
powers of drugs we conceive to be of vital 
importance ; it is a sine qua non in the prac- 
tice of medicine. Of what importance is it 
to physicians to be able to classify, arrange, 
and detect diseases; to expatiate upon patholo- 





gy, diagnosis and prognosis,if they remain ig- 





norant of the means of curing diseased condi- 
tions ? 

If the object in the attainment of a know- 
ledge of the “ higher branches of medical 
science” is not to be able to cure disease, pray 
what can itbe? [fit has not this end, to 
what purpose shall the student wend his wn- 
obstructed way to such knowledge? If he is 
not ultimately to cure disease, by a legitimate 
and specific application of drugs, what will 
his knowledge of the “ higher branches of 
medical science” avail him for that purpose ? 
Such a doctrine is so monstrously stupid and 
pernicious, that we find it difficult to con- 
ceive how it ever could have poisoned the 
mind of any physician, much more the mind 
of a professor of medical science. 

How admirably does the language of Hah- 
nemann contrast with a sentiment so destitute 
of truth, sense and principle. 


“ The first and sole duty of the physician is 
to restore healthto the sick. This is the true 





undue importance the study of drugs, and to 


art of healing. - 


e 6, 1846, NO, 4. 
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“His mission is not, as many physicians 
(who wasting their time and powers in the 
pursuit of fame) have imagined it to be, that 
of inventing systems by stringing together 
empty ideas and hypotheses upon the imme- 
diate essence of life and the origin of disease 
in the interior of the human economy ; nor is 
it that of continually endeavouring to ac- 
count for the morbid phenomena with their 
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dreams, and hypotheses, to-day mouided into 
one form, an’ to-morrow another, according 
to the dictate of the system of medicine 
which, for the time, happened to reign. 
| The remedies which were applied by the an- 
cients, a silexepharmica, cephalica, splenica, 
uterina, were afterwards called to undertake 
offices of antispasmodics, and nervines. 





| When medicine accep‘ed the notions of ri- 


nearest cause (which must forever remain | gidily and relaxation (strictum and lazum) as 
concealed) and confounding the whole in un- | the principal element of diseases, all the re- 


intelligible words and pompous “bservations 
which make a deep impression on the minds 
ofthe ignorant, while the patients are left to | 
Sigh in vain for relief. We have already too | 
mauy of these learned reveries which bear | 
the name of medical theories, and for the in- 
eulcation of which, even special professor- 
ships have been established. Itis high time 
that all those who call themselves physicians 
should cease to deceive suffering humanity 
with words that have no meaning, and begin 
to act—that is to say, to afford relief, and cure 
the sick in reality. 

“The perfection of a cure consists in re- 
storing health in a prompt, mild, and per- 
manent manner; in removing and annihilat- 
ing disease by the shortest, safest, and most 
certain means upon principles that are at 
once plain and intelligible. 

** When the physician clearly perceives 
the curative indication in each particular case 
of disease—when he is acquainted with the 
therapeutic effects of medicines individually— 
when guided by evident reasons, he knows 
how to make such an application of that 
which is curative in medicine to that which 
is indubitably, diseased in the patient (both 
in regard to the choice of the substances, the 
precise dose to be administered, and the time 
of repeating it) that a cure may necessarily 
follow—and finally when he knows what are 
the obstacles to the cure, and can render the 
latter permanent by removing them ;—then 
only can he accomplish his purpose in a ra- 
tional manner—then only can he merit the ti- 
tle of a genuine physician, or a man skilled in 
the art of healing.” 

The classification of drugs as found in the 
ordinary materia medica, originated and ex- 
ists in mere speculation; it has no real 
foundation ; it is not only absurd but is an 
evil. Hahnemann on this subject said, 
“Though the materia medica can, in truth, 
only proceed from experience, yet has it 
been subjected -to arbitrary opinions, ideal 








medies which had served under other avoca- 


| tions were crowded into the one or the other 


of these two divisions. When, however, the 
science began to require means to purify th: 
blood, or to destroy morbifie maiters, th 
self-same drugs, which had been called to- 
nics, or sedatives, or diaphoretics, or ecco- 
protics, or diuretics, were rapidly re-coined 
into mundificantia, antiscorbutica, antiscro- 
fulosa, gc. When Brown followed with his 
necessity for the two forms of remedial 
means, those which exalted, snd these which 
depressed the exciiability, then the same 
medicines, which before had been arranged 
in so many ranks Were immediately set down 
for one or the other of his two regiments ; 
and as he had particular need of diffusible 
and permanent stimulants, the spirit of dicta- 
tion found a ready expedient. Rapidly were 
the medicines transformed into one or the 
other of these titulary classes ;just as if it de- 
pended upon dictation, and as if the remedy 
were upon the command ofa medical gra- 
duate, to undertake, according to volition, 
the one or the other function. Just as if the 
influence of the cinchonashould diffuse itself 
less rapidly through the organism, or sheuid, 
in its secondary effects, remain much longer 
in the system than the equally unknown 
opium ! 

The system-maker, as matters have hither- 
to stood, need only to decree which new cha- 
racter this or that medicine should perform, 
whether it should be a reveriens, or an in- 
verlens, or a torpens, (Darwin;) and lo! it 
must submit ‘to be used for the task until it 
should become necessary to re-baptize it for 
another new system, and it should again, in 
the same decre‘al manner, be desired for ano- 
ther purpose. “But,” Ihear it replied, “if 
the operation of the remedies were pointed 
out in their chemical elements, as according 
to the very latest of systems is done, then 
shall we proceed upon principles of right rea- 
son.” According to this idea, the remedies 
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will again be ¢}. ssed (just as arbitrarily) into 
the carbonized, the hydrogenized, &c. &e., 
and to each of these arbitrary classes will be 
assigned a particular style of operating. 
But the blue cabbage, roasi-beef, and the 
oaten-cake, donot lack ofa rich allowance 
of azote, carbon, or hydrogen; where do 
their medicinal powers hide themselves, 
when they arc so fully ascribed to the other 
articles containing the same constituents ? 

“ What is to become of the science which 
rules over human life so long as mere fancy, 
and arbitrary sentiment, controls its principle 
elements ?” 





HOMCEOPATHY, ALLOPATHY & 
YOUNG PHYSIC, 


A few of these cases are reported in detail by 
Dr. Fleischman himself, and we have our- 
selves had the statement corroborated by the 
private testimony of a physician (not homao- 
pathist) who attended Dr. F.’s wards for three 
months. This gentleman watched the course 
of several cases of pneumonia and traced their 
progress, by the physical signs, through the 
different stages of congestion, hepatization, 
and resolution, up to a perfect cure, within a 
period of time which would have appeared 
short under the most energetic treatment of al- 
lopathy. 

Dr. Forbes also notices Professor Hender- 
son’s cases, and observes in regard to them 
that they would have been regarded as very 
satisfactory under any mode of Allopathic 
treatment; that many were successful, and 
some of them ¢riumphant! Indeed, he be- 








BY JAMES M. QUIN, M.D. 


Dr. Forbes notices the report of Fleisch- 
man, physician to the Hospital of the Sisters 
of Charity in Vienna, during a period of 
eight years, from the beginning of 1835 to 
the end of 1843. The number of patents, all 
of whom were treated Homeopathically 
6551, of whom 407 died; being lin 16 ora 
fraction over 6 per cent. Doctor Forbes 
sums up his opinion of the result of the treat- 
ment in the following words. 


stows so much praise on Professor Henderson, 
that the thought seems to occur to him that he 
is overstepping the limits of orthodox Allopa- 
thy, and thus apologises for his warmth : 

‘But many of our readers, we expect will 
be of opinion that, in admitting what we have 
done, We are betraying the cause of legitimate 
medicine, and lending our aid to extend the 
heresy of Hom@opathy. If such should be 
the result ofour admissions, we cannot help 
it; we have said only what we believe to be 
true, and if what we believe, is in reality the 





“ No candid physician, looking at the ori- 
ginal report, or at the smail part of it which | 
we have extracted, will hesitate to acknow- | 


ledge that the result set forth would have | 


truth, the promulgation of it cannot lead to 
evil.—Truth is good! If the art of medicine, 
as we profess and practice it, cannot bear in- 
vestigation, and shrinks before the light of 


been considered by him as satisfactory, if/ truth, from whatsoever quarter it may come, it 


they had occurred in his own practice. 
| 


is high time that it should cease to be sane- 


But the results presented to us in the sever- | tioned, and upheld by philosophers and honest 
al internal inflammations, are ceriainly not peq~ 


such as most practical physicians would bave 
expecied to be obtained under the exclusive | 


The same ideas seems to have occurred to 
Dr, Forbes; for he says, on a subsequent 


administration of a thousandth or a mil- page : 


lionth, or a billionth part of a grain of pbos- 


“ But while we are thus exalting the pow- 


phorous, every 2,3 or 4 hours. It would be | ers of nature at the expense of Homeopathy, 
very unreasonable to believe that, out of 300 | are we not, at the same time, laying bare the 
cases of pneumonia, 224 cases of pleurisy,| nakedness of our own cherished Allopathy ? 
and 105 cases of peritonitis, (in all 629 cases) | [f it is nature that cures in Homeopathy, and 
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spread over a period of eight years, ail the 
cases, except the fatal ones, (27 in number) 
were slight, and such as would have seemed 
to us hardly requiring treatment of any kind. 
In fact, according to all experience, such 
could not be the case. But, independently 
of this « priori argument, we have sufficient 
evidence to prove that many of the cases of 
Ppmeumonia, at least, were indeed severe cases. 





if Homeopathy (as we have admitted) does 
thus cure, in certain cases, as well as Allopa- 
thy, do we not, by this admission, inevitably 
expose ourselves, defenceless, to the shock of 
the tremendous inference—that the treatment 
of many diseases on the ordinary plan must, at 
the very best, be useless ; while it inflicts on 
our patients some serious evils, that Homeo- 
pathy is free from, such as swallowing of disa- 























































OE are lm ion A A 


iy 









Dobe Sete aie Or ewen 


= RE Sy Bie es Se 





36 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMEOPATHY. , 








greeable and expensive drugs, and the fre- 
quently painful, and a)nost always unpleasant 
effects produced by them during their appli- 
cation ?” 

“Tt is often said,” adds Dr. Henderson, 
“that the benefits of Homeopathy flow main- 
ly from the omission of medicine altogether, 
of which the system is supposed, by its oppo- 
nents, in reality to consist. This opinion had 
better be reconsidered, if it lead to the practical 
inference, as{ think it does, that some 80 or 
90 per cent of the patients who employ medica} | 
practitioners, would be better off without | 
them.”  §(p. 237) 

Dr. Forbes proceeds : 

“ This (estimate) may or may not be accu- 
rate ; we will believe it is exaggerated ; but be | 
this as it may, we concede at once to him the | 
TRUTH OF HIS GENERAL PROPOSITION; (!) and | 
still adhere to ALLopatuy.” (!!) 

Listen now to his reasons for his belief and 
unbelief : 

“In doing so we consider that we are em- 
bracing a system extremely imperfect, &c., 
while in rejecting Hommopathy, we consider 
that we are discarding what is at once false 
and bad—useless to the sufferer, and degrading 
to the physician.” 

Heavens! what deductions from the pre- 
mises laid down by the reviewer himself! 


He rejects Homeopathy, because it is “ false | 
before the | 


and bad, useless to the sufferer,” 
ink is well dry with which he records the suc- 
cess and triumphs of Homeopathy. 

The reviewer next proceeds to the examina- 
tion of Allopathy, which, sooth, to say, meets 
with no very delicate manipulations at his 
hands, and concludes with a few suggestions, 
“things to be thought of, and things to be 
done,” from which we make the following ex- 
tracts : 

“ No. 6. To endeavour to substitute’for the | 
monstrous system of Polypharmacy, now uni- 
versally prevalent, one that is at least, vastly 
more simple, more intelligible, more agreeable, | 
and it may be hoped, one more rational, more | 
scientific, more certain, and more beneficial.” 


“ No. 8. ‘Tb inculcate generally a milder | 


and less energetic mode of practice, both in 
acute and chronic diseases: to encourage the 
Expectant preferably to the Heroic system, at 
least where the indications are not manifest.” 

“No.9. To discountenance all active and 
powerful medication in the acute exanthemata 
and disease of specific type, as smal] pox, mea- 
sles, scarlatina, typhus, &c., until we obtain 


some evidence that the cause of these Mhicene 
can be beneficially modified by remedies.” 

* No. 10. To discountenance, ‘as much as 
possible, and eschew the habitual use (withe»: 
any cufficient reason,) of certain powerful +>. 
medies, a practice now generally prevalent 
and fraught with the most bancful cons 
| quences.” 

“ This is one of the besetting sias of Eng. 
lish practice, and originates partly in false the. 
| ory, and partly in the desire to see manifesi 

and strong effects resulting from the action o/ 
|medicines. Mercury, iodine, colchicwm, auti- 

mony, also purgatives in general, and bloo/- 
letting are frightfully misused in this man. 
| ner.” 

“No. 12. To make every effort not merely 
to destroy the prevalent system of giving a vast 
quantity and variety of unnecessary and use- 

| less drugs, (to say the least of them,) but to 
‘encourage extreme simplicity in the prescrip- 
tion of medicines that seem to be requisite.” 

Well, here are admissions enough, Heaven 
knows, to satisfy the staunchest hom@opath.— 
What, encourage milder and less energetic 
modes of practice? Eschew powerful medi- 
cines, and large doses? Take away mercury 

blood-letting and purgatives? and what will 
| you leave poor Allopathy? The power of its 
| drugs and the size of its doses, we thought 
were its grand distinctive characteristics. But 
hear Dr. Forbes once more : 
| «No. 13. To endeavour to break through 
, the routine habit, universally prevalent, of pre- 
scribing certain determinate rcmedies for cer- 
tain determinate diseases or symptoms of dis- 
eases, merely because the prescriber has been 
taught to do so,and on no better grounds than 
conventional tradition.” 

“No 17. Also to teach students that n 
| systematic or theoretical classification of dis- 
ease, or of therapeutic agents ever yet promu!- 
| gated, is true or any thing like the truth and 
that none can be adopted as a safe guide in 
practice.” 

“No. 15. To endeavour to introduce 
| more comprehensive and philosophical system 








\whereby the practitioner may be led less to 
consider the aame of a disease or some one 
symptom or some one local affection in a dis- 
ease, than the disease itself—that is, the whol: 
of the derangements existing in the body, and 
which it is his object to remove if possible.” 
Hahnemann’s self could not have spoken 
more like Hahnemann, 





of Nosology, at least in chronic diseases, 


What? no classifica 
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tion of diseases ? no classification of drugs ? | rance of which, in Dr. Forbes’s own words, 
J i i lis “ : _ ”? 
are we to have no more anti-spasmodics, no| is “ mere ignorance. 
more diuretics, no more emmenagogues, no | 
more diaphoretics ? Even so, and Dr. Forbes | 


i ck t individual character of |. ; 
pi v8 rps oe co an of drugs ciety has appointed a Local Bureau for the 
— - im 8*) trial of drugs. Dr. Joslin Chairman. 
not, indeed, to the names of disease, but to the | 


totality of the symptom in each individual | 





The N. ¥. Homeopathic Physician’s So 





> had marked out for ourselves, and have, no 
) of Dr. Forbes acquire, additional force from 
 minent position as a medical practitioner, and 


_ of British reviewers, The favourable testimo- 
| ny borne to Homeopathy, and the unfavoura- 





case : this is true Homeeopathy. 
The reviewer, after having thus demolished 


Allopathy, endeavors, naturally enough, to} 


knock away the supports of Homeopathy, and 
to refer every thing back to the curative pow- 
ers of nature, with the significant hint that 
the *‘ Reformation” of “ Practical medicine” 
(Allopathy ?) *‘is impending” and narrates 
an anecdote of “his highly respected and 
learned physician of Edinburgh, still living at 
an advanced age,” as ijlustrative of this point. 
“On some one boasting before him of the mar- 
vellous cures wrought by the small doses of 
the Homeopathists, he said, “this was no 
peculiar cause for boasting, as he himself had, 
for the last two years, been curing his patients 
with even less, viz, with nothing at all!” The 
reviewer adds his conclusions, viz. “ That the 
curative powers of nature suffice to explain 
ali the triumphs of Homeopathy.” Indeed ! 
How, then, will the “ highly respected and 
very learned physician of Edinburgh” and the 
host of Allopathic doctors answer at the bar of 
God for drenching their poor patients with 
poisonous drugs, for exhausting their life’s 
blood, from their veins, for torturing them 
with blisters, cups, setons, issues, moxas, and 
the actual cautery, while their champion is 
obliged to acknowledge that the curative pow- 
ers of nature (i. e. being left alone, or as Dr. 
Forbes would say, the Homeopathic treat- 
ment) would produce what even he is forced to 
own as a triumph? 

We should like to give him a few general 
reflections un the whole subject, but find that 
we have already transgressed the bounds we 


doubt, tried our readers’ patience. The views 
the fact that he has, for a long time held a pro- 
has for many years stood in the foremost rank 
ble tc Allopathy, from such a source, must, 


if any thing can, arouse :he sleeping Allo- 
pathists from their dream of security, and 


| An Inquiry into the Homeopathic practice of 
| medicine, by Witiam Henverson, M. D., 
Professor of medicine and General Patho- 
logy, and Jately one of the professors of 
Clinical Medicine, in the University of 
Edinburgh. 


Homeopathy, Allopathy and Young Physic, 
by Joun Forzes, M. D. F. R. 8. 


Letter to John Forbes, M. D. F. R. 8., Editor 
of the British and Foreign Medical Review, 
by Witttam Henperson, M. D. 


These three works have within a few days 
been published in one volume, octavo, pp. 
279, by Wm. Radde, 322 Broadway, N.Y. 

There is much valuable information to be 
found in this volume, and physicians of the 
old and new school would do well to read it. 
We do not wish it however, to be understood 
that we approve of everything which Profes- 
sor Henderson has said on Homeopathy. Tie 
has evidently mistaken Hahnemann on seve- 
ral points, but we prefer to speak of that 
which is true, and pass by as easily as we 
can the faults, leaving these to be looked af- 
ter by Allopathic reviewers. Professor H. 
does, we think, cunvince every candid reader 
of his honesty in investigating homeopathy ; 
this is prominent on every page of his book. 
And we may state, that before we received 
professor H.’s work, we had become not a 
little prejadiced against him, by what we 
read of him in several of the London journals. 
We really did think that were there was so 
much smoke, there should be some fire; that 
where there was such an universal frult- 
finding, there should be some good foundation 
for it. But these reviewers were blind guides, 
every one of them—they could not have seen 
the truth, or if they did, they were some how 
or other deprived of the power to speak it, 
or if they had this power ihey did not use it. 
Professor H’s. work has had to encounter 
what all works do on homeopathy, which al- 
lopathic reviewers graciously condescend 
to notice, viz. : No attempt to meet the argu- 





urge to the investigation of a subject—igno- 





ments ; but they bluster, ridicule, misrepre- 
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sent, comment upon the style—hint that the 
author’s integrity is doubtful, &e. We there- 
fore leave the faults of professor H.’s book 
te be pointed out by our opponents. We 
take leave to assign this branch of the busi- 
ness especially to the “ London Lancet” and 


The following may be of use to our op- 
ponents, io which we ask their particular at- 
tenion ; 

“When it is maintained as a sufficient re- 


futation of the asserted facts of Homeopathy, 
that they cannot be true, because opposed to 





the “ Medico Chirurgical Review.” 
Professor Henderson, from his own account | 
had been only about “a year and a half” in- | 
vestigating Homeopathy. The leading ob- | 
ject in the publication of “An Inquiry into 
the practice of Homeopathy” was to remove | 
certain misconceptions in regard to this sys- 
tem by the profession at large ; and we think | 


experience, it is both forgotten that the Ho- 
meeopathists, are the only practitioners who 
have any actual experience, on the subject and 
several negatives are assumed, with a facility 
unjustifiable in a controversy on one side of 
which there are sO many professional men 
who maintain an affirmative opposition, as 
the unequivocal dictate of experiment.” 


We cannot forego to furnish our readers 


he has furnished enough of facts and argu-| with one more extract, although somewhat 
ments to accomplish this object, provided he long, yet it is worth a careful study, and espe- 
be read with the candor. The following pa- | cially at this time, when what has very lately 
fagraph is as well adapted to this country, | been termed the “ pathological school,” has 
as it was no doubt to Europe: been trying to improve Homeopathy by kill- 
ing it outright. We think professor Hen- 
**My attention was drawn more than that of | derson places this matter in a true light in 
others, to the subject by accidental circum- the following : 


stances, such as probably few have been) 

placed in, to the same extent; and among, “While I repeat that experimeat, avd ex- 
these, the most influential in inducing me to | periment only, can teach one to decide what 
undertake the practical study of it ,were, | amount of credit is due to the statements of 
the testimony of Homeepathic physicians,| Hahnemann and his followers, regarding 
whose integrity and judgment were worthy the value of the practice of Homeopathy, 





of confidence, and certain effects of the prac- 
tice which had fallen under my notice. 
Some may have had inducements as conside- 
rable, to a like undertaking, presented to 
them, and yet have evaded their influence, 
and if I lay any claim to any greater merit 
than they, it is that I have not thought so 
meanly of the capacity and honesty of others, 
and have paid no less deference to the pre- 
judices of those, however eminent they may 
fer such profesional attainments as they 
have labored to acquire, whose opinions 
on subjects of which they are ignorant are not 
entitled to respect. ; ‘ 

It may be thought that, in accusing of 
ignorance the more eminent of those who are 
to the practice of Homeepathy, I do 

i lice to some, at least, who have 
the works in which the principles of the art 
are unfolded, and doctrinally enforced. But 
the ignorance to which I alluded is not of 
the averments and rules which have been 
lished on the subject, but of their title to 
recieved as truths. There is, indeed, an 
abounding ignorance of the former kind ; so 
that, I believe, comparatively few of the ordi- 
nary practitioners of medicine are accurately 
acquainted with even the elemenis of the 
omeopathic system. Yet, if the knowledge 
Hoon is necessary as Homeopathists (I think 
justly) maintains, to qualify one for judging 
of the merits of the —— a — 

knowledge—supposing the lestimony 
“y duregarded—is matters 
little, in so far as the geri of those who 
oppose it is concerned, whether their igno- 
rance be of the literary or experimental 
kind.” 





—— 


and leave untouched a number of topics 


that have been uselessly dragged into the 
discussion of its claims, there is ane objee- 
'tion, in addition to those already adverted to, 


which, from the specious complacency with 
which it is urged, and the misapprehensions 
which Jend it the appearanee of solidity, de- 
mands afew words of explanation. | allude 
to the pathological argument against Home- 
og argument a litile difficult to deal 
with, briefly, only on account of the diversity 
of furms which it has been made to assume, 
in accordance with the various measures of 
intelligence d by those who make 
use of it. Thus, by some, very manifestly 
not much accustomed, or not very able, to 
ascribe precepts to their true foundation, 
the belief is entertained that the rules which 
are laid down in the ordinary practice of the 
seg day, for the treatment of diseases, 
ave sprung from a certain amount of ac- 
quaintance with the essential nature of the 
states of thebody in disease ; in other words, 
with the nature of those primary departures 
of the living substance—its powers and pro- 
perties—from the platform of health, which 
constitute the proximate causes of morbid ef- 
fects,—whether what are strictly called symp- 
toms, or such as are witnessed in alterations 
of the textures or the fluids—that become 
sensible as the characters of the disease. 
No doubt, so precise and intimate a know- 
ledge of disease as this, with a similar 
amount of information on the exact manner 
and degree in which medicines effect the 
vital properties of the organ at fault—which 
by the way, is also supposed by some to be 
the case—would compose a very safe and ef- 
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fectual foundation of practice; and it is no 
wonder that those who are simple enough 
to believe that any such knowledge exists, 
should regard with indignant centempt, a 
pactical formula that aspires to supplant it. 
The opinion, however, is so utterly ground- 
less, that [ need do little elxe than ask those 
who entertain it, to consider whether they 
can poimt to a single instance in which a 
knowledge so profound of the mysteries of 
vitality has been acquired, either as to the 
nature, or the degree, of that alieration of the 
vital principle (if there be one), or the inner- 
vation, itritability, organic sensibility, or by 
whatever other name that which confers the 
distinetion between living and dead matier 
is known. While they make the attempt, I 
would caution them against being misled by 
metaphorical terms—originally, indeed, em- 
ployed to express the conception of theorists re- 
specting certain proximate causes, but now 
retained mainly for convenience—wlth which 
even practical works are apt to abound. Irrita- 
tion, torpor, want of tone, and so forth, may 
answer well enough, perhaps as well as any 
other ierms, to designate an unknown some- 
thing. which must be represented in the de- 
tail of a process, or the unfolding of a method, 
when we desire to proceed in what is termed 





the rational way of practice; but it is a 


mere delusion to fancy that they are entitled 


to be considered as expressing any actual 
knowledge of what thai something is. The 
very dissensions that prevail on all such spe- 
culations as pathology, are of themselves 
enough to show, that nothing can be said to be 
actually known on that difficult part of the 
science ; and I may add, that these same dis- 
sensions, prevailing as they do among those 
who employ the same means of treatment, 
not less than among those who are opposed 
in such matters, prove also of what little 
comsequence to practice are the notions en- 
tertained respecting proximate causes. There 
may be some advantage in a conventional 
ey maps of terms, whatever may have 
been the notions which had originally sug- 
gested them, which serve to represent, and 
are understood to mean, certain phenomena 
or appearances, while there is no necessity 
implied of viewing the hypothesia involved 
in these terms as well founded, or worthy of 
being trusted as the fousdatioa of practical 
principles. 2 
_ “Such E conceive to be the actual rela- 
tion in which the language of pathological 
speculation stands to the practice of medicine 
in these times. The principles of thatprac- 
tice are no more than precepts derived from 
the maximum of the happier effects of the 
treatment of those groups of phenomena, and 
sensible conditions, which are denominated 
diseases ; and they certainly are not deduced 
from a knowledge of anything beyond these 
phenomena, or higher than that experience.” 
ad ° . * * * * * * 
* Another form in which the pathological 
argument against Homeopathy is frequently 
advanced.is, that, in prescribing, by the guid- 





ance of symptoms, regardless of the seat and 
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{nature of the disorder to be cured, the home- 


opathist is in danger of overlooking condi- 
tions of the most serious kind, and conse- 
quently that his remedies, even g’ auting them 
tu pussess the powers he ascribes them in re- 
moving the symptoms of a disease, leave be- 
hind, untouched or uncured, the evi! from 
which these symptoms proceed. This objec- 
tion is quite as visionary as the former, and 
admits of a full and satisfactory refutation. 
In the first place, it is not true that the home- 
opathist overlooks the nature and seat of any 
disease, in so far asthe nature and seat of a 
disease are capable of being ascertained. In 
order to render this fact the clearer, it is ne- 
cessary to define the sense in which the 
phrase “ nature of a disease,” is used. If it 
be meant to indicate the intimate alteration 
of the “ vital properties” of the part which 
is diseased, it is quite true that the homa@o- 
pathie physician considers it worthy of no 
consideration in the selection of his reme- 
dies; and in doing so, there is no essential 
difference between his procedure and that 
of other practical physicians of the present 
day, as I have already endeavored io show. 
But if it be employed in reference to such 
conditions as are conventionally known by 
the name of inflammation, of congestion, of 
spasm, of hypertrophy, and so forth; or to 
some morbific agent, capable of being chemi- 
cally, or otherwise detected, present in the 
blood, or viscera, then he neither overlooks 
the nature of a disease, either external or in- 
ternal, nor is he so unwise as to esteem it of 
little moment to histreatment. The “nature 
of a disease,” in this sense, constitutes, in his 
estimation, a portion of that picture of sensi- 
ble effects (imperfectly impressed by the term 
symptoms) which result usually from the se- 
cret, and as he thinks, inscrutable, condition 
of the body, which is their proximate cause. 
When the phenomena, and conditions which 
immediately distinguinsh them are ‘oo 
visibie to his eyes, it will be readily admitted 
that he can hardly overlook their character ; 
but it is canard be quite otherwise, and 
to him a matter of indifference, when a group 
of conditions, composing a malady of the 
same nature, exists in some internal organ, 
and, consequently, cannot be seen. This is 
altogether a misconception, which a very 
moderaie acquaintance with the practice of 
Hom thy would suffice to dispel. 

“The study of morbid anatomy, and of di- 
agnosis, in many instances, enables the phy- 
sician to determine, without seeing them, the 
existence, in an internal organ, of an assem- 
blage of conditions essentially the same as 
those which are often witnessed in external 
parts of the eye ; and if the lacter be of any 
consequence to him in guiding his practice, 
it would be absurd to suppose that the circum~ 
stance of these conditions existing in a part, 
unseen, would deprive them of importance, 
or render the methods by which they can be 
ascertained to exist of no practical value. If 
redness, swelling and effusion, are additions 
to the pain and heat of erysipelas, highly im- 
portant in ‘prescribing, how can it be other- 
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wise with the like conditions of the parts 
concerned in inflammation of the lungs, or of 
the bowels? There are indications by which 
those sities of the viscera may be almost as 
accurately ascertained to exist as if they were 
seen by the eye; and of these the homaopa- 
thist is quite as cognizant as the ordinary 
physician, and holds them in certainly not 
less estimation. They occur occasionally 
among the number of those pathogenetic ef- 
fects of medicinal substances on which his 
practice is, for the most part founded ; and as 
they constitute the most important part of 
these effects, the ascertaining of their pre- 
sence, by whatever means, is of the utmost 
consequence (o the proper selection of his re- 
medy. It may be that they are so situated 
that they cannet be known !o exisi—the more 
characteristic symptoms by which they are 
mediately discovered, in general, may be ow- 
ing to some peculiarity, absent or undecided ; 
and he is left to the guidance of the less 
important phenomena of the disorder—such 
as are, in some measure, common to it, and 
several others. In that event the seat, and 
perhaps, the nature of the disorder, may be 
overlooked, but is this a risk or, a dilemna, 
peculiar to the practice of Homeopathy ? No 
candid aod intelligent practitioner of the 
common school can aver that it is; and being 
conversant, in some measure with both, I am 
satisfied that it is not so frequent a source of 
rplexity in the new practice as in the old. 
When the symptoms of an internal malady 
are so fully developed thatthey leave no doubt 
of the physical condition and phenomena pre- 
sent in the part affected, the homeopathist is 
under no greater necessity than another prac- 
titioner of restraining his mind trom adverting 
to these conditions and phenomena, and is not 
prevented from improving his experience in 
practice by noting the effects of his remedies 
on them, as disclosed by the changes in the 
sigus and sym s by which these effects can 
be ascertained. When Hahnemann ridicules 
the endeavor to determine the nature of inter- 
nal diseases, his reference is very plainly not 
capable of being determined by the senses, but 
to those which can be only ——e of fruit- 
less conjecture: and that his followers do not 
construe his doctrine in another sense, and 
see nothing in Homeopathy that lessens the 
importance of morbid anatomy, or of any of 
the appliances for the diagnosis of internal 
maladies, is sufficientlyevident from the atien- 
tion thay have bestowed and are daily bestow- 
ing, on the study of traces of disease left 
in the dead body by poisons, as additional 
means of discovering what tissues and organs 
are specially acted ,on by these poisons, and 
in the sense already explained, what is the na- 
ture also of their action. A knowledge of 
this department of morbid anatomy would be 
useless to them in practice, if they were not 
likewise, conversant with the various methods 
by which affections of different tissues and or- 
s are distinguishable, and the nature, and 
gensible characters, of those affections are de- 
termined. Morbid anatomy and diagnosis, 
gherefore, in all their details, are avowedly re- 
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garded by intelligent homwopathists as of the 
utmost consequence to the improvement of 
their system of practice ; and I may add, what 
has been very focribly impressed on myself by 
the study of that system, that both are acquir- 
ing an importance, and value, in connection 
with it, which promise eventually to render 
them of much greater interest in practice 
than they have attained, or are ever likely to 
attain, as subsidiary to the ordinary treatment 
of diseases. Dealing, as the Homeopathist 
practically does, with remedies whose opera- 
tion is specific, in individual parts of the body, 
the minutest acquaintance with disease that 
can be acquired—with its anatomical changes 
and physiological phenomena—is neces- 
sary to the precision of his treatment, That 
treatment, in every case, is founded on the 
closest similarity that can be established be- 
tween the pathogenetic effects of the substance 
he employs, and the conditions and phenome- 
na of the disease he purposes to remove, and 
it would be an obvious imperfection in his 
procedure if he omitted to take into consider- 
ation such circumstances, in either, as should 
enable him to make his adaptation as accu- 
rate as possible. In many instances he is 
left to selost hia remedies by the guidance of 
symptoms of which it may be difficult, or im- 
possible, to say to what particular organ, or 
conditions Oj its tissues, they are attributable. 
In such circumstances, it is usual with many 
ordinary practitioners, to form a hypothetical 
opinion of the seat and nature of the disorder, 
and to prescribe such remedies as are com- 
monly held to produce effects which the 
deem necessary to the removal of the evil 
they suppose to exist. On many examples of 
this sort morbid anatomy has hitherto thrown 
no satisfactory light ; and not a few of them 
are generally acknowledged to possess no- 
thing that the anatomist or chemist, can ever 
hepe to discover. To this class belong the 
greater number of the adult,—pains and un- 
usual sensations, that often embitter existence; 
many of the affections termed bilious ana 
dyspeptic ; and in short, what are known by 
the general name of functional disorders, in 
whatever part of the body they occur. The 
homeeopataist does not think it necessary or 
right to conjecture, in the first instance what 
is the seat and nature -- we me wap 
accurate coaptation thogenetic wi - 
thological Aypotheses of on kind forms no gant 
of his system, but only of path etic with 
thological phenomena. This is the rale of 
is practice; and if he take care to render 
due deference to it, he may thereafter form 
what hypothesis he pleases of the obscure 
disorder for which his services have been 
claimed, and even attempt to picture to him- 
self the secret process by which his remedies 
elicit their effects.” 


We have no room for any further extracts 
or remarks. We will only say, that this vo 
lume is worthy of a perusal. 
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ATTENUATION OF DRUGS. 


We make a few extracts from a letter of a 
highly intelligent and respected physician in 
westeri New-York. 

“ The high preparations of certain reme- 
dies that you sent me came duly to hand 
and I have now several patients (chronic ca- 
ses) under their influence. If I find no effects 
from them, as I think the remedies well indi- 
cated, I shall resort to the lower, and decide, 
whether in these particular cases the higher 
or lower preparations succeed best. 

It seems to me a great pity that instead of 
the amount of talk expended that has not at 
all decided this mooted question, that some 
statistics have not been entered into to decide 
it, in the manner perhaps I[ have proposed to 
myself; i. e. in chronic cases to try first the 
high preparations, which, if sucsessful, will 
go so far to prove their efficacy ; ifa failure 
is made with a properly selected drug, to re- 
sort then to lower ones, which, if successful, 
must be set down to the other side of the ac- 
count.—Such results by different practition- 
ers might then be published, forming an ag- 
gregate of facts on which only can we rely 
for the decision of this quesiion. 

You ask can I “give any reason why high 
dilutions should not act? Not at all, nor do 
Iwish to. My only search is after truth ; such 
being the case, it behooves me well to search, 
and sift, and doubt, before receiving into my 
faith any new propositions. “ Doubt” it has 
been well said (accompanied of course, by 
‘ agitation of thought’) ‘is the parent of truth.’ ” 

“In chronic cases J have not unfrequently 
found trouble in this wise—on commencing 
my treatment with preparations of the 4th to 
6th Potency (the only ones that I have here- 
tofore used in such cases) though 1 may find 
marked relief produced in the beginning, yet 
the disease returns, and though it rarely gets 
back as far as its original severity, yet it is 
not nearly as much mitigated as it has been 
in course of treatment.” 

We may say that it would be impossible to 
settle definitely the precise potency that should 
be used in the treatment of either acute or 
chronic cases, for although es a general thing, 
the lower potencies are used in acute cases, 
yet the higher have been used with equal suc- 
cess in similar cases ; and although the higher 
are generally used in chronic cases, yet the 
lower are often used with complete success. 

Every thing depends upon the correctness of 











the indication, and the judgement of the Phy- 
sician. He ought to make such an estimate 
of the whole case, and so judge of the action 
of the remedy he wishes to employ as to be 
able to decide with propriety the potency in 
each particular case, 

When in cases of local inflammation, or a 
concentration of the vital action upon certain 
organs, the remedy indicated has a direct 
action upon such organs, and its greatest ten- 
dency is to produce asimilar local affection, or 
condition ; or even when the general state 
strongly marks the remedy to be employed, it 
would seem to us injudicious, if not hazard- 
ous, to crowd the system with either large or 
repeated doses, 

In an inflammatory, congested, or highly 
irritated state of the brain, with the suscepti- 
bilities of the system highly roused, there 
would be neither propriety, safety or utility in 
giving Belladonna low or often repeated. 


“« The appropriation of a medicine to any 
given case of disease does not depend solely 
upon the circumstance of its being perfectly 
homeopathic, but also upon the minute quan- 
tity of the dose in which it is administered. If 
too strong a dose of a remedy, that is even en- 
tirely homeopathic, be given, it wili infallibly 
injure the patient, though the medical sub- 
stance be of ever so salutary a nature ; the im- 
pression it makes is felt more sensibly, because 
in virtue of its homa@opathic character, the 
remedy acts precisely on those parts of the or- 
ganism which have aiready been most exposed 
to the attacks of the natural disease.” 


An attempt to settle the matter by statistics 
would result in showing that similar conditions 
are cured by both high and low attenuations ; 
while failure in the use of either might so 
emparrass a case that a resort to a higher or 
lower potence would not effect a cure, when it 
might be, that had the right potency been se- 
lected in the first instance, a cure would have 
been effected. And again, a change from 
either a low to a high, or a high to a low po- 
tency will often effect a cure. 

The physician who is in the habit of using 
the various attenuations, would of course, be 
better able to judge properly of the selection 
in any given case ; but he who confines him- 
self to the low cannot know anything of the 
action of the high. 

The use of remedies in every variety of at- 
tenuation, even to the highest, is the true way 
for a Homeopathist to understand the philos- 
ophy of their action, and to perfect his prac- 
tice. ‘ 

Why do practitioners confine themselves to 
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3d and 6th attenuations, and argue that they 
must doubt the effect of the 30th, and be cau- 
tious how they admit into their faith any new 
Propositions? Did not Hahnemana himself 
teach the doctrine of attenuations, and did he 
fix their limits at the 3d or 6th ? 


“ The question that now suggests itself is, 
to discover what may be the degree of minute- 
ness of the dose best calculated to render the 
salutary effects intended to be produced cer- 
tain and gentle—that is to say, how far the 
dose of a homeopathic remedy in any given 
case of disease, ought to be reduced, in order 
to derive from it the best ible cure. It 
may be readily conceived that no theoretical 


be used with effect no higher, or decide with- 
out trial, how high it may be attenuated, and 
still produce effects. And furthermore, we 
have yet to learn that a drug of the 30 attenua- 
tion, is too much weakened to sustain a prop- 
er relation, iu iis nature and spirituality, to the 
vital power ; or that it is weaker (more atten- 
uated) {than any of the infectious miasms 
which produce so terrible effects in the system. 
And, finally, so far as our experience and ob- 
servation goes, those physicians who are most 
successful in the treatment of diseases, es- 
pecially those of a chronic character, employ 
the attenuated drugs. 





conjecture will furnish an answer to this prob- 
lem, and that it is not by such means we can 
establish, in respect to each individual medi- 


cine, the quantity of the dose that suffices to ¥ ss 


onan a se and gentle cure, Noreasonings IC DOUTRINE. 
owever ingenious, will avail in this instance. 
It is by pure experiments only, and precise ob- 
servations, that this object can be attained It 
would be absurd to bring forward as an ovjec-| Translated by Geddes M. Scott, M. D., of 
tion the large doses used in ordinary medicine, Gi Scotland 
which are not applied to the suffering parts aagow, Scotend. 
themselevs,but merely to those not‘attacked by 
the disease. This would be no argument 
against the minuteness of the doses which pure 
experiments have proved to be necessary in 
homeopathic treatment.” 
“It is of little import whether the attenuation | wk 
goes so far as to appear almost im ible to} Human life in no respect obeys laws pure- 
ordinary physicians whose mind®feed on no | ly physical, which are of force only with or- 
other ideas but what are gross and material.— | ganic substances. The material substance of 
All their arguments and vain assertions will Mick the b ag 4 
be of little avail when opposed to the dictates | SED SAP ES CAGES . 2- Se getE oe 
of unerring experience.” longer follow, in this living combination, the 
| laws to which matter is subject in the state of 
We are at loss to understand why it is that | non-life, and they acknowledge only the laws 
practitioners of Homcopathy doudt the effica- | proper to vitality ; they are then animated and 
cy of the higher attenuations, and still moreata | living, as the whole is animated and living. 
loss toknow why they should suffer their In the organism reigns a fundamental power 
doubls to prevent the use of them. | undefinable, yet every where dominan<, which 
Tuey have the testimony of Hahaemann, | destroys every tendency in the coustituent 
not only as to their action, but their indispen- | parts of the body to conform themselves to the 
sable utility ; and added to this isthe testimo- | laws of pressure, of concussion, of the vis én- 
ny of every physician who has employed them | ¢r/ia, of fermentation, of putrefaction &c., and 
in the manner directed by him. | which subjects them exclusively to the wonder- 
There is nothing in the bare assertion of ; ful laws of life, that is to say, maintain them 
the fact that the 3d or 6th attenuation will pro- | in a state of sensibility and activity, necessary 
duce effects upon the system, that is calculated | to the conservation of the living whole—in a 
tocommand belief. It is only by their use that | dynamic, almost spiritual state. 
this is induced, and no mancould inany other; The state of the organism, then, depending 
way so have judged of the susceptibilities of | solely on that of the life which animates it, it 
the vital power, and so have comprehended follows that the change to which we give the 
and appreciated the slightest causes that may name of disease is, in like manner, no chemi- 
disturb its action, a priori, to. arrive at such | cal, physical, or mechanical, efiect, but the 
belief ; and how is it possible for one who is | result of modifications in the manner in which 
daily in the habit of seeing the action of the | man feels and acts, essentially depending on 
6th attenuation, to decide that the remedy can vitality (maniere vivante,) that is to say, a 


BY SAMUEL HAHNEMANN, 


“ From seeing evil still educing good,” 
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dynamic change, a sort of new existence, the 
consequence of which must be to introduce a 
change in the proprieties of the material constit- 
uent principles of the body. 

The influence of morbific causes, (the great- 
er part of which act from without,) to engen- 
der in us different diseases, is almost always 
so finvisible and immaterial,* that it can nci- 
ther immediately alter the form and the sub- 
stance as the constituent parts of our body, nor 
pour into our veins any acrid and hurtful li- 
quid capable of modifying and corrupting 
chemically the mass of our humors—an un- 
tenable hypothesis, unsupported by facts,—' he 
imagination of minds filled with mechanical 
ideas. It is by their irnate powers (virtualite) 
that exciting causes of diseases act upon the 


in some sort, spiritual. They begin by disor- 
dering the organs of the vital energy, and the 
modified existence which is the result—the 
dynamic change which ensues,—induces a 
change in the manner of feeling (uneasiness, 
pains,) and in the manner of acting (anomaly 
of the functions) of each organ in particular, 
and of the entire of the organs, which must 
necessarily also iuduce a change in the fluids 
with which the vessels are filled, and produce 
morbid secretions. ‘This is the inventible re- 
sult of the new character that life has assumed 
a character different from that which it has 
in a healthier state. 

These unusual or anormal substances, then, 
which manifest themselves in diseases, are 
only the products of the disease itself—they 
must necessarily be secreted as long as the 
disease maintains its true character, and thus 
they form {part of its symptoms. These are 
simply effects,and consequently manifestations 
of the anomaly which exists in the interior, 
and though they are often contagious with re- 
spect to other persons who are in health, they 
exert on the diseased body which has pro- 
duced them, no action capable of engendering 
or maintaining the disease, that is to say, they 
do not re-act as material morbific causes, any 
more than a man can effect other parts of his 
own body with the liquid which oozes from 
his chancre, or from his urethea when affected 
with gonorrhcea, or than a viper can inflict a 
mortal or dangerous wound upon itself with 
its own venom. 

* We must except some surgical diseases, 
and evils occasioned by foreign indigestible 
bodies, which are sometimes introduced into 
the alimentary canal. 








Hence it is evident that the diseases of man, 
engendered by the dynamic and specific (vir- 
tuelle) influence of morbific causes, are origi- 
nally only dynamic and (so to speak) spiritual 
modifications of the vital character of our or- 
ganism. 

We easily see that these dynamic alterations of 
the vital character of our organism, to which we 
give the name of discases, heing nothing else 
than changes in the manner of feeling and act- 
ing, they can be indicated only by a certain 
amount of symptoms, and can inno other way 
come to our knowledge. 

Since, in an act so important to fhuman life 
as the cure of a disease, we may admit no 


| other object of cure than a state of the diseased 


| body distinctly cognizable by the faculties with 
state of our life in a manner purely dynamic, | which we are endowed, (for we may adopt no 





other guide, since to call to our aid mere con- 
jectures and hypotheses des‘itute of proofwould 
be madness, or even crime against human 
nature,) it follows from this, that diseases, dy- 
namic modifications of the vital character, in- 
dicate their existence only by modifications in 
the manner in which our organism feels and 
acts, that is to say, only by an aggregation of 
appreciable symptoms. These only canbe the 
objects of cwre in cach case of disease. In fact, 
if alt the symptoms be removed, there remains 
nothing but a state of health. 


To be continued. 





LAWS OF HEALTH—DISEASE. 


The long established and crude notions 
of disease hitherto believed and promulgated 
by the profession, are being dispelled and dis- 
placed by more enlightened, rational philoso- 
phical views, based upon more accurate 
knowledge of the physiology and vitality of 
the human system, and the specific and dy- 
namized action of drugs and miasma there- 
upon. The doctrine of the Humoral Patho- 
logy, originally taught by Hippocrates, and 
handed down to the present day through suc- 
cessive generations, and which gave rise to 
the absurd system of practice which employs 
bloodletting, blistering, issues, emetics, ca- 
thartics, &c. in order to purge or drain the 
humors from the system, is already exploded 5. 
and disease is now considered to be essentially 
a disturbance of the natural and healthy ac- 
tion of the vital forces. 

‘‘ In the healthy condition of the man, the 


immaterial vital principle which animaies 
the material body exercises an absolute sway, 
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maintains all its parts in the most admirable 
order and harmony both of sensation and 
action, so that our indwelling national spirit 
may freely employ these living healthy or- 
gans for the superior purposes of our exist- 


“The material organism deprived of its 
vital principle is incapable of sensation, ac- 
tion, or self-preservation. (It is then dead 
and subjected to the physical laws of the ex- 
ternal world, it suffers decay and is again 
resolved unto its constitational elements,) it 
is the immaterial vital principle only anima- 
ting the former in its healtuy and morbid 
condition, that imparts to it a! sensation and 
enables it to perform its functions.” 

As the natural action, and equal distribu- 
tion of the vital principle, can only exist in 
a condition of healih; no more can a state of 
disease exist save in the disturbed and de- 
ranged action of the vital forees. And the 
causes of such disturbance gives rise to those 
morbid actions, and internal and externa] 
signs which constitute disease and determine 
its peculiarities. 

These causes may be occasional or perma- 
nent. The occasional may originate from a 
neglect or abuse of the conditious of health ; 
from the influence of specific miasms, as 
those of small pox, intermittents, &c. and the 
misuse of drugs; which may also produce 
permanent disease. The permanent are those 
haviag their origin in known or unknown spe- 
cific miasms, which having once invaded the 
system, produce thereupon characteristic and 
permanent effects, and which of their own ac- 
cord never ieave it ; they remain latent and 
give rive to the various affections which are 
known as chronic, and which may be trans- 
mitted through successive generations, and 
which, in order to become eradicated, must 
have opposed to them the specific action of 
drags known to produce similar affections. 

Of these we shall speak hereafter. 

The occasional causes, originating in 
neglect or abuse of the natural conditions of 
health, may be removed by proper attention 
to these conditiens, unless it has been carried 
so far as to produce morbid changes in any 
organ or system of organs; in which case 
medical treatment may be essential to a re- 
turn tu health. 

Small pox, scarlatina, measles, &c. origi- 
nate in specific contagious miasms of a dy- 
namic and inappreciable character. We have 
no means of detecting their presence, and the 
severe affections they occasion in the system 
must be owing to the peculiar influence they 


termitting and other fevers affecting many 
perscns at certain seasons and in peculiar lo- 
calities, all of which are easily palliated and 
cured by remedies known to produce similar 
affections, and administered in doses as much 
attenuated, at least, as the miasm is which 
causes the disease. Should the remedies be 
given in larger doses or in less attenuated de- 
grees than the morbific influence, the conse- 
quent difficulties might be increased, the suf- 
ferings aggravated, and the cure protracted.— 
Hence the importance, as well as the philoso- 
phy, of small attenuated doses of medicines. 
—The remedy should correspond in this re- 
spect to the disturbing cause. No one could 
prescribe large doses of drugs in these diseases 
without overlooking and disregarding the 
fact that the causes productive of them ,are 
immaterial, inappreciable, and dynamic in 
character, as well as the nice susceptibilities 
of the system, immensely heightened by di- 
Sease. 


Diseases are vastly more often produced by 
drugs, than people generally, or even physi- 
cians are aware. Drugs taken as palliatives, 
may, and do, in innumerable cases, produce 
specific and dangerous disturbance of the vital 
action, especially in constitutions, in which 
there already exists 2 latent chronic miasm, 
| which they always aggravate, and often de- 
| termine with fatal speed and activity upon 
some Vital organ ; and may even so aggra- 
vate slight derangements as to render a case 
serious and alarming, which, originally, and 
in itself, was slight ; and if left toitself, would 
have readily yielded to the power of nature. 








C. L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, 
hetween Arch and Cherry streets Philadelphia, 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians 
and the friends of the Homeopathic system, that 
he has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- 
meopathic Medicines in their different prepara- 
tions, viz : Tinctures, Triturations, Dilutions, and 
medicated Pellets. 

Medicine Chests of different sizes for Physi- 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- 
tic Physician; Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic 
Medicine; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; New- 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant; and the 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, Al 
cohol, Vials of different sizes, Corks, Labeis, Ke 





impress upon the vital power. And so of in- 
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